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Abstract 

 

The article brings forth the essential contribution of the famous Robert Bruce Foote 

in archaeological field of the Tamil region. His contribution to the Tamil Archaeology is 

immense and indebted one. He is the first one to proclaim that the Tamils are a group of 

people who lived before million of years. He dedicated him in the land survey department of 

the British Government of India and did lots of surveys and dig sites all over india. Very 

important of his findings are the tools before to that of the Ice Age, Theri area of Thirunelveli 

Dist, Atthirapakkam and pallavaram. Hence, the study brings out the related facts from the 

corroboration.  
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 Kd;Diu 
 vOj;J rhd;WfNs ,y;yhj fw;fhy kf;fspd; tuyhw;iw fzpj;J mtu;fsJ 
tho;tplq;fis Muha;e;J mtu;fs; gad;gLj;jpa fUtpfs; %yk; kdpj ,dj;jpd; 
tsu;r;rpia mwptpf;Fk; Jiw njhy;ypay; Jiw MFk;.  njhy;ypaYk;> tuyhWk; 
xd;Nwhnlhd;W kpfneUq;fpa njhlu;Giladthfj; jpfo;fpd;wd.  fle;jfhy 
kdpju;fspd; nray;fisAk;> rhjidfisAk; tpsf;FtNj tuyhW.  tuyhW 
nghJthf vOjg;gl;l Mtzq;fisNa rhu;e;J cs;sJ.  Mdhy; njhy;ypay; vd;gJ 
vOjg;gl;l Mtzq;fspd; fhyj;jpw;Fk; Kw;gl;lJ.  jkpofj;jpy; gy njhd;ikkpf;f 
Cu;fspy; mfo;tha;Tfs; Nkw;nfhs;sg;gl;ld.  mit goq;fhy kf;fspd; gz;ghL> 
gof;f tof;fq;fs; gw;wp tpsf;Ffpd;wd.  jkpofj;jpy; ,Jtiu elj;jg;gl;l 
mfo;tha;Tfis goq;fw;fhyk;> ,ilf;fw;fhyk;> Gjpa fw;fhyk;> ,Uk;Gf;fhyk;> 
tuyhw;Wj; njhlf;f fhyk; vdg; gpupf;fyhk;.  ,tw;wpy; goq;fw;fhyk; Fwpj;j 
Ma;Tfis Kjd; Kjyhf Nkw;nfhz;l ngUik njhy;ypay; Ma;thsu; ,uhgu;l; 
G&];G+l; mtu;fisNa rhUk;.   
,uhgu;l; G&];G+l;bd; gpwg;Gk;> gzpAk;: (fp.gp. 1834-1912) 

 
,uhgu;l; G&];G+l; 

 ,uhgu;l; G&];G+l; mtu;fs; nrg;lk;gu; 22k; ehs; 1834y; ,q;fpyhe;jpy; cs;s 
nry;l;ld;`hk; vd;w gFjpapy; Nfhgpah nty;];/Gl; kwk; tpy;ypak; n`d;wp Gl;bd; 
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,isa kfdhfg; gpwe;jhu; jd;Dila fy;tpia Kbj;j gpd;G 24tJ tajpy; 
,e;jpahtpw;F te;J 1858> nrg;lk;gu; khjj;jpy; kj;jpa epytpay; Ma;Tj;Jiwapy; 

(G.S.I) epy msitahsuhf jpUr;rpapy; gzpapy; (ru;Ntau;) Nru;e;jhu;.1  gpd;du; 
nrd;idf;F gzpkhw;wk; nra;ag;gl;L 1862 [{iyapy; ngl;];tpd; kfs; vyprngj; 
md;Ndit nrd;idapy; G+l; jpUkzk; nra;jhu;.  Vg;uy; 1863y; mtu;fSila Kjy; 
Foe;ij n`d;wp G&];G+l; gpwe;jhu;.  mj;Jiwapy; 33 Mz;Lfs; epytpay; Muha;r;rpg; 
gzpia Nkw;nfhz;L 1891k; Mz;L KJepiyf; fhg;ghsuhf Xa;T ngw;whu;.  ,tu; 
kz;zpay; Ma;Tj; Jiwapy; gy Muha;r;rpfs; nra;J ~~jhu;thu; ghiw mikg;G-
njd;,e;jpahtpd; jq;fj; jhJj;Jfs;fslq;fpa xU Kjd;ikg; ghiwj; njhlu;|| 

(Dharwar system – The Chief Auriferous Rock Series of South India) vd;w Ma;Tf; 
fl;Liuia ntspapl;lhu;.  NkYk;> Mu;Nfad; ghiwfs; gw;wpAk; Ma;T Nkw;nfhz;L 
gy epytpay; jfty;fisAk; ntspg;gLj;jpAs;shu;.2  ,tuJ Ma;Tf; fl;Liufs; 
epytpay; Ma;tpy; Kf;fpag; gq;F tfpf;fpd;wd.  nghJthf ,tuJ Ma;Tg; gzpfs; 
nrd;id khfhzj;jpNyNa mike;jpUe;jd. ,e;epiyapy; ,tUf;F njhy;ypay; 
Jiwapd; kPJ kpFe;j ehl;lk; Vw;gl;L njhy;ypay; Ma;tpy; jd;id <LgLj;jpf; 
nfhz;lhu;. 
njhy;ypay; gzpapy; G&];G+l; 
 ,tUila fhyfl;lj;jpy; ,q;fpyhe;jpy; gpl;uptu;];> ru; gpsp;zlu;]; ngl;up 
Nghd;w njhy;ypayhsu;fs; gok; nghUl;fis Nrfupj;jNjhL> njhy;nghUs;fs; 
Nrfupf;Fk; topapidAk; Gj;jfkhf ntspapl;ldu;.3 ,g;Gj;jfq;fspd; kPJ Mu;tk; 
nfhz;lhu;.  G&];G+l; ,tUf;F rhu;y]; lhu;tpdpd; kdpjg; gupzhkf; nfhs;ifapy; 
mjpf Mu;tKz;L.  NkYk; ~,e;jpaj; njhy;ypaypd; je;ij|4 vd;W miof;fg;gl;Lk; 
mnyf;rhz;lu; fd;dpq;`hk;> ru;Ntau; n[duy; tl ,e;jpahtpy; mfoha;Tg; gzpfis 
Nkw;nfhz;lhu;. vdNt njd; ,e;jpahtpy; ,j;jifa mfoha;T Kaw;rpfis 
Nkw;nfhz;lhu; G&];G+l;.  ,tuJ Ma;Tg; gzpfSf;F tpy;ypak; fpq; vd;gtu; ngUk; 
cjtpahf ,Ue;jhu;.5 epytpay; ty;Yeuhfj; jpfo;e;j NghjpYk;> njhy;goq;fhyk; 
njhlu;ghd Muha;r;rpg;gzpia Mu;tj;Jld; Nkw;nfhz;L njd;dpe;jpahtpd; gy 
,lq;fSf;Fk; Nghf;Ftuj;J trjpapy;yhj fhyj;jpy; Fjpiuapd; kPJ gazk; nra;J 
mupa njhy;goq;fhyg; gFjpfisf; fz;lwpe;jJ ,tuJ ngUk; rhjidahFk;. 
,uhgu;l; G&];G+l;bd; fz;Lgpbg;Gf;fs; 
 xUehs; epytpay; Ma;tpw;fhf Fopntl;bf; nfhz;bUe;jhu;.  md;W 1863k; 
Mz;L Nk 30k; ehs; nrd;idia mLj;j gy;yhtuk; gFjpapy; G&];G+l; Kjd; 
Kjyhfg; gioa fw;fhyf; fUtpapid fz;nlLj;J6 mjd; thapyhfg; gdpAff; 
fhyj;jpy; ,e;jpahtpy; kf;fs; tho;e;jpUe;jjw;fhd jlak; fpilf;fg; ngWtij 
cyfpw;F ntspg;gLj;jpdhu;.  ,e;j goq;fhyf; fUtpfs; cyf njhy;ypayhsu;fis 
tpag;gpyho;j;jpaJ.  Vnddpy; ,f;fz;Lgpbg;Gfs; INuhg;ghtpy; kdpjd; Njhd;wpa 
fhyj;jpw;F rkkhdit MFk;.7 NkYk; ,J ,e;jpa tuyhw;iw kpfTk; njhd;ikf;F 
js;spaJ. 
 gy;yhtuj;jpy; fy; MAjj;ijf; fz;nlLj;j gpwF jpUts;Su; khtl;l kw;Wk; 
nrd;idiar; Rw;wpAs;s gFjpfspYk; G+z;b ePu;j;Njf;fj;jpw;F mUNf mj;jpuk;ghf;fk; 
Xilg;gFjp kw;Wk; mjd; Rw;Wg;gFjpfspy; fs Ma;T Nkw;nfhz;L gioa fw;fhyf; 
fy; MAjq;fs; gytw;iwr; Nrfupj;Js;shu;.  ,q;F fpilf;fg;ngw;w gioa fw;fhyf; 
fUtpfs; nrd;id ifNfhlhup kuG tifiar; rhu;e;jit vd miof;fg;gLfpd;wd.8 
,J nrd;idj;njhopy; El;gk; vdTk; miof;fg;gl;lJ. 
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G&];G+l; fz;Lgpbj;j fw;fUtpfs; 

 nrq;fy;gl;L> jQ;rhT+u;> tlMw;fhL Mfpa khtl;lq;fspy; iff;Nfhlhupfs;> 
ntl;L fw;fUtpfs;> nrJf;F fUtpfs;> ,Ugf;f Kidf;fUtpfs; mfpait ,tuhy; 
fz;Lgpbf;fg;gl;ld.  ,jdhy; goq;fhy jkpoid ~gbff;fy; kdpjd;| vd mioj;jdu;.9  
,e;jf; fUtpfs; kpfr; rpwpa msT njhopy;  El;gj;ijf; nfhz;bUe;jjhy; 
~mr;#ypadk; tifj; njhopy; El;gk;| vdTk; miof;fg;gLfpwJ.  ,tu; ~~goq;fw;fhyj; 
jkpou;fs; gbff; fw;fshy; Md MAjq;fisg; gad;gLj;jp Ntl;ilahb czTg; 
nghUl;fis Nrfupj;jdu;.  ,aw;ifahfNt fhzg;gl;l Fiffspy; jq;fpdu;.  
nghJthf Mw;Wg;gLf;iffspNyNa tho;e;jdu;.  ,tu;fs; kz;ghz;lq;fs; nra;Ak; 
Kiwia mwpe;jpUf;ftpy;iy>|| vd fz;Lgpbj;jhu;. 
 ,uhgu;l; G&];G+l; njd;dpe;jpaj; jPgfw;g gFjpapy; fz;Lgpbj;j 459 tuyhw;Wf;F 
Kw;gl;lfhyg; gFjpfs; 42 gFjpfs; gioa fw;fhyj;ijAk; 252 gFjpfs; Gjpa 
fw;fhyj;ijAk; rhu;e;jitahFk;.10  NkYk; jpUney;Ntyp khtl;lj;jpy; Njupg;gFjpapy; 
Ez;fw;fhyf; fUtpfisf; fz;nlLj;J mg;gFjpapy; Ez;fw;fhyj; njhopw;rhiy 
,Ue;jikia cWjpg;gLj;jpdhu;.  gioa fw;fhy> Gjpa fw;fhyf;fy; MAjq;fis 
mjd; cUtikg;G kw;Wk; njhopy;El;g Kiwiaf; nfhz;L tifg;gLj;Jk; gzpiaAk; 
Nkw;nfhz;lhu;.  njd;dpe;jpahtpy; gioa fw;fhyj;jpw;Fk;> Gjpa 
fw;fhyj;jpw;FkpilNaAs;s ePz;l ,ilntspiaf; fz;lwpe;J> mjw;fhd fhuzj;ij 
mwpAk; nghUl;L Nkw;nfhz;l mtuJ Ma;T rpwg;G tha;e;jjhFk;. 
mj;jpug; ghf;fk; Ma;tpy; G&];G+l; 

 
mj;jpug; ghf;fk; Ma;Tf;fsk; 

 mj;jpug;ghf;fk; goq;fw;fhy kf;fs; tho;e;j nrq;fw;gl;L khtl;lj;jpy; cs;s 
xU rpw;W}uhFk;.  Nfhj;jiyahWk; mj;jpuk;ghf;fk; XilAk; NrUfpd;w ,lj;jpy; ,J 
mike;Js;sJ.  ,e;j Nfhj;jiyahW %d;W Mw;wLf;F my;yJ NkLfSld; gy 
iky;fSf;F gutyhf tpupe;J fhzg;gLfpwJ.  ,e;j NkLfspy; jhd; fw;fUtpfs; 
Gije;Jfple;jd.  ,e;j Mw;wLf;Ffspy; uhgu;l;l; G&];G+l; mfoha;T nra;J gy 
goq;fw;fhyf; fUtpfisf; fz;Lgpbj;jhu;.  ,tw;Wld; kdpjdpd; fhy; vOk;gpd; Gij 
gbtj;ijAk; fz;nlLj;jhu;.11 mj;jpuk;ghf;fk; goq;fw;fhyf; fUtpfs; nra;ag;gl;l 
njhopw;$lkhf tpsq;fpaij njspTWj;jpdhu;. vj;jpug;ghf;fj;jpy; fz;nlLf;fg;gl;l 
fUtpfspy; ngUk;ghyhdit iff;NfhlhupfshFk;.  ,it cyfg;Gfo;ngw;wit.  rpy 
Nfhlhupfspd; ~ghl;bNerd;| vdg;gLk; rptg;G G+r;R fhzg;gLfpwJ.12 ,it jtpu rpwpa 
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nrJf;Ff; fUtpfs;> ,UFf; fUtpfs;> mk;GKid> fw;fUtpfs; Nghd;wtw;iwAk; 
fz;Lgpbj;jhu;. 
 ,e;jpahtpy; goq;fw;fhyf; fUtpfs; mjpf mstpy; fz;nlLf;fg;gl;Ls;s 
,uz;L ,lq;fspy; xd;W mjpuk;ghf;fk;.  ,e;j Cupy; Vwj;jho ,uz;L yl;rk; 
Mz;LfSf;F Kw;gl;l fhyj;jpy; goq;fhy kdpjd; tho;e;Js;shd; vd;gij 

,f;fw;fUtpfs; giwrhw;Wfpd;wd. ,uhgu;l; G&];G+l;il njhlu;e;J V.D. fpU\;zrhkp> 

Ngl;lu;rd;> H.D. rq;fhypah> K.D. ghdu;[p gy Ma;Tfis ,q;F Nkw;nfhz;ldu;. 
njhy;goq;fhyj;jpd; je;ij G&];G+l; 
 mupa fz;Lgpbg;Gf;fis ntspf;nfhzu;e;J> gy njhy;ypay; rpf;fy;fSf;Fj; 
jPu;T fz;Ls;s ,uhgu;l; G&];G+l; ~~,e;jpaj; njhy;goq;fhyj;jpd; je;ij||13 vd 
njhy;ypay; ty;Yeu;fshy; miof;fg;gLfpwhu;.  1873y; Fthu;l;irl; iff;Nfhlhupia 
eu;kij Mw;Wg;gs;sj;jhf;fpy; fz;nlLj;J ,g;ngUikia jf;fitj;jhu;. 
G&];G+l;bd; njhy;ypay; gq;fspg;Gfs; 

 
Fbak; Fif 

 ,uhgu;l; G&];G+l; goq;fw;fhykk;> Gjpa fw;fhyk; kw;Wk; cNyhf fhyk; gw;wpa 
Ma;Tfisj; njhlu;e;J elj;jpdhu;.  gpw;fhyj;jpy; vOe;j ghid XLfs; gw;wpa jdJ 
fUj;Jf;fisj; njuptpj;jhu;.  eu;kij Mw;Wg; gs;sj;jhf;fpy; ,tu; fz;Lgpbj;j 
Guhjdr; rpd;dq;fs; ,tUf;F NkYk; Gfioj; Njbj;je;jd.  Nkw;fpe;jpahtpy; 
ngYk;Fif kw;Wk; Fbak; Fif Mfpatw;iwf; fz;Lgpbj;jhu;.  ,tu; jhd; 

fz;Lgpbj;j nghUl;fs; gw;wpa vy;yhr; nra;jpfisAk; ~~The Foote Collection of Indian 

Pre-Historic and Proto Historic Antiquities|| vd;w E}ypy; tpsf;fpf; $wpAs;shu;.14  NkYk; 
jdJ ,e;jpag; gq;fspg;G epidTfis 12 ghfq;fshf ntspapl;lhu;.  ,jid ,e;jpa 

epytpay; Ma;Tf; fofk; ~~Geological Features of the South Maharatta Country and 

Adjacent District|| vd;w jiyg;gpy; 1876k; Mz;by; ntspapl;lJ.15 mtuhy; nrd;id> 
ik#u;> i`juhghj; kw;Wk; gNuhlh gFjpfspy; Nrfupf;fg;gl;l tuyhw;Wf;F Kw;gl;l 
fhyj; njhy;nghUl;fs; 1904k; Mz;L mUq;fhl;rpafj; Jiwahy; thq;fg;ngw;W 
mjw;nfdj; jdpf; fhl;rp miwAk; njhy;ypay; gpuptpy; epWtg;gl;lJ.  NkYk; mtuJ 
kuzj;jpw;Fg; gpwF 1914k; Mz;L nrd;id mUq;fhl;rpafj; Jiwapduhy; ,uz;L 
gFjpfshf ntspaplg;gl;lJ.  rpy njhy;nghUl;fs; fy;fj;jh mUq;fhl;rpafj;jpy; 
ghu;itahsu;fSf;fhff; fhl;rpg; ngl;bapy; itf;fg;gl;ld. 
KbTiu   
 ,e;jpa njhy;goq;fhy Muha;r;rp tsu;r;rpf;F mbj;jskpl;l ,uhgu;l; G&];G+l; 
1912k; Mz;L brk;gu; 29k; ehspy; ,aw;if va;jpdhu;.  mtuJ mbg;gilf; fs 
Ma;Tf; Fwpg;Gfs; ,d;wsTk; ,e;jpaj; njhy;goq;fhyj;ijg; gw;wp mwpe;J nfhs;s 
ngupJk; gad;gLfpwJ.  fd;dpq;fhk; njd;dpe;jpahtpy; Nkw;nfhs;shky; tpl;l gzpfis 
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G&];G+l; nra;J Kbj;jhu;.  ,e;jpa ehfuPf tuyhw;iw ,yl;rk; Mz;LfSf;F 
Kw;gl;lnjd Kjd; Kjypy; cyFf;Ff; fhl;ba ngUik ,tiuNa rhUk;. 
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