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Patriarchy which originated from the Greek word “046fiéUfi+¢o” (patriarkhes) ;means ‘rule of
the father’. First used in Medieval Latin around the mid-17C, it simply referred to the autocratic rule
of the male head of family, though is now more commonly interpreted as the holding of power in
societies or governments by adult males. Patriarchy developed into a social system which legalized the
domination and rule of one kind of people over another, in all the strata of the society. Patriarchy has
been supported and fortified by all ‘ism’s, schools of thought and more surprisingly by religions,
especially Christianity. God is love it proclaims but the patriarchal views of the church denies it. Elisabeth
Schusller Fiorenza, one of the most outstanding feminist theologians defines patriarchy as “a pyramidal
system and hierarchical structure of society and church”(141).

The Old Testament of The Holy Bible is a product of Jewish patriarchal society. All the biblical
authors have lived and written in a patriarchal, androcentric society with men were at its centre, women
and children on the margin. It is amazing that in the Bible there is a strong resistance against any
injustice. In it we can find both the tradition of liberation, the living hope in God’s justice, and the
tradition of oppression, which humiliates and offends women. Because of this, it appears to be an
ambivalent book. In the view of feminist theologian MaryAnn Tolbert it is necessary “to defeat the
Bible as a patriarchal authority by using it as a liberator. That is not easy. It is not easy to bear this
paradox: to read the same book as an enslaver and a liberator”(140). But it can be done-and it must be
done.

The first century Jewish historian Flavius Josephus said “The woman is in all things inferior to
the man,” (622). Rabbi Judah, a contemporary of Josephus, said “a man must pronounce three blessings
each day: ‘Blessed be the Lord who did not make me a heathen...blessed be he who did not make me a
woman...blessed be he who did not make me an uneducated person.”” (Neuer 93).Jewish Rabbis in the
first century were encouraged not to teach or even to speak with women. One reason for the avoidance

13

In “The New Testament” Jesus Christ came to this world to redeem everyone from sins and
reestablish the relationship between man and God which was lost by the first fall. God is not partial says
the scripture. It is written in Acts 10:34-35 “Opening his mouth, Peter said: “I most certainly understand
now that God is not one to show partiality, but in every nation the man who fears Him and does what is
right is welcome to Him.” Many people — both men and women— have hailed Jesus as a feminist
because of His elevation of women in a male-chauvinist society. Moreover, Paul’s statement in Galatians
3:28 — “There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ
Jesus” (NIV) — has been called “the Magna Carta of humanity.”(Jewett 142).But even as early as 10th
century , in the old Testament, one can find Jehovah uplifting a Moabite widow and bring her into the
lineage of Jesus Christ, the Messiah. ¥

The present study focuses on how the doubly marginalized Ruth- a gentile and a widow- who
would not be accepted by the mainstream Jews is acclaimed by the creator. The spiritual significance of
the story of Ruth is it reveals the all encompassing love of God who is impartial and is against the
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