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Abstract

Literature reverberates with the principles of abstract and concrete centring on the enhancement of human understanding
and wisdom. Its multi dimensional features project the various atfributes of reality and truth appealing to humanity fo muse

over beyond confinements. Writers across the globe attempt

to focus on universality, specificity, the connection between

both and the transitional areas that throb with elements of juxtaposition. Octavio Paz, a prolific writer of Mexican
nationality, owes fo his credit innumerable works on literary and art criticism, poetics, Mexican politics, history and culture
along with his astounding contribution to poetry and essay. His poem “Between Going and Staying" depicts the
indecisiveness of human stance at any part/point of life. Octavio Paz, with the mechanism of spiral movement, touches
upon the subtle through the concrete; intangible through tangible. The poem is artistically designed in a way to experience

the truth through exploration that provides a panoramic vie

w of microcosm. The poem is schematically structured in tune

with the thematic movement. The intentional placing of paradoxical glements proximately is yet another methodology of
the poet to demolish qualitative supremacy/prejudice. His pluralistic view is evident through such examples that
underscore the concept of holistic percepiionfevaluaﬁon. The spirality connecting the microcosm with the macrocosm is

captured through the thought process of existence.
Keywords: Octavio Paz, Spirality, exploration, observation

Introduction

Literature is a space provided by the universe to
register the sublime principles of nature and cosmos. It
reverberates with the principles of abstract and concrete
centring on the enhancement of human understanding and
wisdom. Its multi dimensional features project the various
attributes of reality and truth. It appeals to humanity to
muse over beyond confinements. Writers across the globe
attempt to focus on universality, specificity, the connection
between both and the transitional areas that throb with
elements of juxtaposition. Octavio Paz is a Mexican writer
who scales the areas such as Mexican history, politics,
culture, poetics, literary and art criticism along with his
astounding contribution to poetry and essay. His poetry
touches upon all realms of life including religion and
spirituality. His poem “Between Going and Staying” is
structured meticulously in line with the gvolution of thought
to underscore the truth behind appearances and to unravel
the spirality connecting the microcosm with the macrocosm
that is captured through the thought process of existence.
Claudia Rousseau comments thus:

Octavio Paz is a poet who has been passionately

concerned with the role of poetry in a modern world

that is too alienated and fragmented to perceive what
he insists was once plain fo all: the mystic dimension
of language, and the mediatory function of art
between the individual and cosmic reality. (113)

Discussion

Octavio Paz, with the mechanism of spiral movement,
touches upon the subtle through the concrete; intangible
through tangible. The poem is artistically designed in a
way to experience the truth through exploration that
provides a panoramic view of microcosm. The experiential
wisdom reverberates through words that depict reality
transcending intellectual boundary. Through the senses,
the writer endeavours to stimulate the feeling flavoured
with rationale outlook and elated sensibility. The poem's
dimension is defined by a principle that stems from the
universal root. The sense of universality echoes
throughout the poem pulling one from mundane to deep
outlook thereby resonating with the chord of many that
ultimately fuses with the universal rhythm.

Dogmas and formulas, those  mechanical

instruments for rational use (or rather misuse) of his

natural endowments, are the ball and chain of his
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