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P. V. Christi Shanthi
Symbiosis in Nature:
A Deep Ecological Perspective in
the Poems of Judith Wright

F " LONGISTS DEFINE symbiosis as partnership among species; it is he
Ssssesection among species for the happy existence of living beingsin
smeverse. Each individual species benefits from the other. The rela-
=== people and nature is interdependent. Nature provides us with all
== wealth which are crucial to our existence. Without nature, people
W need air, water, sunshine, food and so on. Man must learn and
&5 with nature, because it provides us with the vital things for our

% sefanionship between the concepts of complexity, diversity, and
“2ed be considered the core of deep ecology - where three ideas
% ssemce of ecology are applied in a philosophical frame ... complex-
S smge word for the virtue and perfection of nature that we are slowly
e more about, leading to an increase in awe and wonder. Diversity
W= symbiosis are the particular qualifying factors that define and
Jessiie thus complexity (Rothernberg 159).
Judss Wright's poetry gives a broad view of Australia's ecological pre-
@ = universal context. She highlights the accelerating exploitation
“=wausces of the earth. In her poems, Judith Wright states that unless
wsce ie=rms to live in harmony with the rest of the natural world, the
#aris will face extinction. She advocates an eco-holistic approach to
wict mvolves the unity of man and all creatures and the environment

& D= poem, Lichen, Moss, Fungus', Judith Wright highlights sec-
¢ smmepie of deep ecology. "....Diversity, symbiosis, and the complexity
P S S of nature itself" (Rothenberg 159). When a species of algae
Species of fungus exist in a symbiotic relationship, the resulting organ-
% saie< Tichen' The lichen, moss and fungus are inconspicuous because
smal size of their structures; still they have their intrinsic value in the
“ichens’ are important to the ecosystem as some types of lichens
Wimmg=n m the air usable to plants and they are homes for spiders and
mmsecss. Christopher Manes views in his essay, Nature and Silence":
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