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Medicine (1984).
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first chapter “The message 1in The “{’e]
ing of NOVE

Palace It introduces the setting of the 1 )
to witness the

and prepares the readers o

communal life of the Chippewa tradition.

Their life and their stories are difﬁ"“l.t 3

grasp the whole of it and their relatlo.nS

expand like a web. The echoes of choral voice
as follows:

The story comes around, pushing at our
brains and s':mn we are trying to ravel back to
the beginning, trying to put families into
order and make sense of things. But we start
with one person, and soon another follows,
and still another until we are lost in the
connection. [5]

The readers are unable to trace their
connectivity because their relationship 1s
complicated over which they have no control.
The central character in the novel is Lipsha
Morrissey. His biological father is Gerry, who
is the son of Lulu Nanapush. But Lipsha is
raised by Marie Kashpaw whom he considers
her as granny. Gerry’s half-brother 1s a
Lyman. Lyman’s deserted lover is Shawnee

whom Lipsha loves her madly.

The crux of the novel is the
transformation of Lipsha from a mean worker
to a shaman. Fleur pillager is a shaman who
is gifted with healing power to cure physical
and mental illness in traditional Chippewa

community. Their communal responsibility is
to hand over the legacy of mystic power to the
next generation. In The Bingo palace the
readers find the dawdling image of fleur who
i1s waiting for another person to take her
place. ...in a different way from when she put
her death song in to other people’s mouths,
This time she is waiting for a young
successor, someone to carry on her knowledge,
and since we know who that person must be |
our .knowledge make as pity her, We think
she is wrong, We. think fleur pillager shoylq
settle her bones in sup with as and take a
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«] have a power in myself that flows out,
_ But I don’t realize I will haye &
give up my healing source onc.e I " i
charging for my service” [64]. Erdrich vi id
describes how he is a troubled person &mm

childhood onwards. The opening el
records how Lipsha spends his pe

unproductively. He miserably fails in hig
place as a laborer in a factory and in
sugarcane filed. The city life weakens ]
and confuses him. He stupidly roams a
and fails to understand his role in
reservation. He doesn’t realize his s
powers. Though his medicinal touch is s
he doesn’t use it properly. The very
of the pillagers is to cure the need
The communal voice narrates the
condition of Lipsha. He tries us...we
that he should ground himself, s
earth and burry his hands in the
the Manitous... he has done ni
wide importance(7)
But each and every time,
shock to them and he proves him
is just a ‘waste and a load’ as
statistics. o
Erdrich skillfully ea.p ‘
Lipsha. It proves that he is ¢
the community. He en:
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SPIR]'I'UA'IT.“ALW/\“NING: A BINDING FACTOR FOR SURVIVAL
OUISE ERDRICH'S THE BINGO PALACE
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. Assistant Professor,
esearch Center of English, Fatima College, Madurai

Abstract

N me* Americans are misrepresented in the conventional histories. The history of Ameri
records much on {hg progression of the newly discovered continent .The focusry 0 Ne7ca
Americans a.na’ their concerns are restricted by the historians in- their a r“P‘;ln N?ztl'ue
American writers handle literature to demonstrate their life. Hence their works!:ﬁ'eozcot ﬁ'ct' :t)zi
t‘y»ur they are real stories of their past. Louise Erdrich is a prominent Native American writerwShe
fabrz'mt_cs the Native American tradition in her works. Her novels relate a long story o.f her
people from the late nineteenth century to contemporary times. She integrates her experience into
well crafted stories through which the readers explore human experience. The paper focuses on
the spiritual awakening of Lipsha in Louise Erdrich’s The Bingo Palace (1994). The crux of
the novel is the transformation of Lipsha from a mean worker to a shaman. His story is
Juxtaposed to the story of the Lyman who schemes to build a bingo palace on sacred Pillager
land. Erdrich uses Lipsha as a communicator and indicates the evil effects of bingo in the
reservation. She also stresses the significance of the survival in the chaotic world. His spiritual

awakening drastically binds him to connect his communal responsibility as a Pillager.

Native Americans are misrepresented in

the conventional histories. The history of

America records much on the progression of

the newly discovered continent. The focus

upon Native Americans and their concerns

are restricted by the historians in their

approach. Native American writers handle

literature to demonstrate their life. Hence
their works are not fictional but they are real
stories of their past. They define themselves
in their works. Joy Porter in his essay
“Historical and Cultural contexts to Native
American Literature” states that the great
transformative power of Indian literature
derives in part from its ability to invoke a
past with direct implications for the present.
In spite of a brutal colonial past, the Native
Americans survive in many Indian urban and
reservation as community and individual.
Their communal responsibility is to retain

their cultural values and pass on the legacy to

the next generation.

1 ' odhl Infk

Louise Erdrich is a prominent Native
American writer. She fabricates the Native
American tradition in her works. She is an
enrolled member of the “Turtle mountain band
of Chippewa’. She captures the story of her
own community in all her endeavors. Her
portrayal of the tribes has overwhelming odds
which endures the twenty first century »
readers. Her novels relate a long story of her E
people from the late nineteenth century to
contemporary times. She integrates her
experience into well crafted stories through
which the readers explore human exp ce
The paper focuses on the
awakening of Lipsha in ]
Bingo Palace (19
transformation from
powerful Pillager me
dynamic and they
His story is juxta
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connectivity because their relationship 1is
complicated over which they have no control.
The central character in the novel is Lipsha
Morrissey. His biological father is Gerry, who
is the son of Lulu Nanapush. But Lipsha is
raised by Marie Kashpaw whom he considers
her as granny. Gerry’s half-brother is a
Lyman. Lyman’s deserted lover is Shawnee
whom Lipsha loves her madly.
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orients her :
their significance (?r
His gurvival 18

one who keeps
alive. But he is unaware of

it. He considers himself lucky and he us?s his
: : hers. He tries to
charm in casino and to heal ot ‘ ks
senerate money out of his mystic power- e,
;ails to realize that his ‘easy money, €asy flow
will not withstand. The vision of the skunk for
the second is a noteworthy scene in the novel.
The skunk teases and irritates him. Lipsha is
disappointed and he requests the skunk to tell
something unknown to him. He gets the
vision of the new casino in the Pillager land.
Erdrich vividly describes what will happen if
they demolish the primitive land. The skunk
warns Lipsha that “Luck don’t stick when you
sell it”. (220). Lipsha’s inner conscience agrees
with its words. His conceived responsible
thoughts follow:
You have to stay alive to keep your
tradition alive and working
. Our reservation is not real estate, luck
fades when sold. ‘
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journey 1is obstructed soop afts
June. She appears as g Spirit *Ward. .
Gerry. He goes with her willing) g g
trickster ‘his own want is toq dey Sing
Lipsha waits for a moment wig, 1 -
But his parents leave him sine o higgy :
communal hero whose responsibﬂithe, ]
protect the community. Lipshg 4 lty i
but the baby in his handg indi:&
purpose of survival. He is helq up s :};ee ;
storm. It implies his life w ich is?
middle of nothing. His thoughts run to In
that how the non-natives publish j, th
paper and advice about how tg « :
when the snow storm hits. The educateq
natives’ advice springs from thejp
and technical knowledge whereag )
knowledge about snow storm ang p,
undergo it, is the experience he felt wh,
was a boy. To put it in Lipsha’s wor,

My father and my mother ... h
taught me about the cold so I do
afraid of it.(258)

In the connotative sense, }
taught him how to survive :
world. He finds emptiness ar:
he realizes that “There’s
--until you harm yourself,
mad dog biting yourself for
He decides not to long for
long for aids which wr
a person or love or
feels the presence of ]
Erdrich paradoxicall
as ‘dark and .
realizes his
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closes over our tracks, and then keeps moving
like the tide There is no trace where we
were...We are the trackless beat, invisible
light, the thought without a word to speak.
Poured water, struck match. Before the
nothing, we are the moment, (259)

Louise Erdrich’s The Bingo Palace
sketches how Lipsha acquires his fading
talents through spiritual awakening. She uses
Lipsha as a communicator and indicates the
evil effects of bingo in the reservation. She
also stresses the significance of the survival in
the chaotic world. His spiritual awakening
drastically binds him to connect his
communal responsibility as a Pillager.
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BT specin e

Lipsha’s indefinite life gets importance
when he wins Bingo van and his passion for
Shawnee aggravates him to win her heart.
Though Lipsha inherits the healing power, he
is incapable of using in the beginning. He has
a chance to cure Russell Kashpaw, a war hero

in the reservation. He is introduced to Lipsha
by Lulu. He recovers from multiple strokes
and wounds. Lipsha tries his hands on him by
rubbing and pressing to produce the proper
touch. But he hurts him worse. He is very
much eager about the money which is going to
receive. But he fails to realize that once he
charges money for his magic medicinal charm
1t will be of no use.

Lipsha has richness in his dreams and
thoughts which urge him to come up in life.
His dilemma is to establish as a medicine boy
or to bloom in the bingo. But he is troubled
with distracting force. Money and mad love
are the distracting forces which hinder to
acquire shamanistic power. In the beginning,
Lipsha’s prime intention is to 1impress
Shawnee. He wants to grasp spirit power to
win love. He stupidly attaches spirit power
with passionate love. He fails to recognize the
paramount significance of the spiritual power
which leads to identify the purpose behind the
survival. The driving force behind him 1s to
earn money and to assert him in the

reservation.

Erdrich’s depiction of Lipsha shows that
how the younger generation 1s deviated by
lots of distracting force. In order to win the
hands of Shawnee, he visits Fleur's house
which is in the far end of Matchimanito Lake,
a mysterious place. She cures Lipsha:s love
sickness. Since he Dbelongs to Pillager
background, he is bold enough to ask love
medicine from fleur. But she doesn’t reply,
instead she receives Lipsha with. tea and
soup. She mixed sleeping powder 1n th@ tea
and some herbs in the bean soup. It 18 very
strong and it numbs Lipsha’s legs, ar ’
face. Fleur's treatment of Lipsha ci

great impact in his life.
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‘ Connie A, Jacobs in his article “A history

of 1‘ho Turtle Mountain band of Chippewa
Indians” discusses the salient features of the
Chippewa Indians. They are called Turtle
Mountain band of Chippewa because they live
in the Turtle mountain of North Dakota. He
puts forth the spiritual experience of the male
Chippewa. One of the most significant
experiences in their life is fasting for a dream
or vision at the time of puberty in order to
evoke a spirit that would appear as an
animal. The spirit acts as a guardian and
helps a person during his difficult days to
understand his life’s significance. This spirit
is the source of power throughout his life.

Erdrich applies the vision quest in The
Bingo Palace. Lipsha experiences a vision in
the woods behind Xavier’s house. He chooses
a personal spot to gather power. He is
dejected because he is unable to interpret the
meaning from nature. Later so many days of
hunger and starvation he finds himself slept
and suddenly he feels that something is
warming up. He feels the presence of skunk at
his hips. It is the spirit skunk possibly Fleur.
It appears to him and admonishes him not to
allow Lyman to acquire the sacred Pillager
land to build a Bingo palace in the
reservation. Lipsha is panic at the thought
and he is inhabited by a thing so powerful
which he does not recognize as a smell. It
leaves a strong indication to Lipsha that “This
ain’t real estate” (200). Its words have deep
implication in the novel.

The next notable mystic vision in the
novel is how Lipsha is saved by the spirit soon




