Socio~Cultural Impacts
in Literature

Editor

P. Veerasamy

THE DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH LITERATURE

ARUL ANANDAR COLLEGE (Autonom:
(Affiliated to Madurai Kamaraj University) >
Reaccredited (3" Cycle) by NAAC at ‘A’
Karumathur, Madurai - 625514.




SOCIO-CULTURAL IMPACTS IN LITERATURE

Editor

P. Veerasamy

THE DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH LITERA
ARUL ANANDAR COLLEGE (Autonomous)
(Affiliated to Madurai Kamaraj llmm’si’w
Reaccredited (34 Cycle) by NAAC at ‘A’ Gra  CGP
Karumathur, Madurai




INDIGENOUS SURVIVAL IN LOUISE ERDRICH’S THE PLAGUE OF pgy
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Native American Literature has long been HEgIECtEd By TP oES Natives
2 : y omada s
t begin publishing fiction until the mid nineteenth century. N. Scott M Y, @ promip,
no 14

Al : ction among the Amer..

indicenous writer marks the steady beginning of literary produ g Mericay,
g in hi , “Fiction: i
Indian scenario. Paula Gunn Allen, as cited by James Ruppert in his essay 1968 tﬁ‘m
present” traced the Native American fiction into three distinct waves. The first wave reacted ¢,

the loss of land and culture. In her introduction to “Song of th? Turtle”, Allen examines

, Native identite.
second wave as: a sense of renewal and hope, reasserted often deeply angry e ident

and incorporation of ritual elements in both structure and content drawn from the a

traditions. (8)
The third wave of writers create a more authentic picture of the experience of th

modern Native Americans. The chosen Native American fiction for this paper, Louise Erdri
The Plague of Doves falls under the second wave. In this novel, Erdrich projects the loss of na ve
land which is transmitted to Evelina, a teen-aged girl through her grandfather Mooshum
Erdrich takes this fragic loss of sovereignty as a base and instructs the present generation to be
aware of this historic injustice. She also warns them “how to behave when our moment
recognition or perhaps our romantic trail, should arrive” (9)

Louise Erdrich is a phenomenal contemporary Native American writer. She is a ver

writer who has attained success in novels, poetry and children’s literature. Her fictionz

with the real portrayals of the natives, the white folks and the

Lisa S. Atchison contributed 3 geographical map about

mountain homeland in the book Approaches to teaching

geographical sketch substantiates the tragic loss of
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