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Title : “Ms. Sakunthala Endowment Lecture – Role of 
Analytical Chemistry in Public Sector “ 

 

Date   : 09-02-2024 
 
 

Resource Person :                        Dr. P. KALEESWARAN, 

                                                   Junior Scientific Officer, 

                                                   Forensic Science Department 

                                                   Mylapore, Chennai                                                                                                                                  

No. of Participants : 168 (9 Faculty members and 159 students) 

 
 
Focus on :   Skill Development 

 
Outcome : Students exposed to new approaches in forensic 

analytical chemistry 

 

 
Report: 
  

The Fatima College chemistry association  organized Ms. Sakunthala 

Endowment Lecture – on Role of Analytical Chemistry in Public Sector, 

at MBH , Fatima College, Madurai on 9.2.2024 at 12.00 noon. Ms. N.S. 

Sakunthala who was the first principal of Fatima College cum first Head of 

the department of Chemistry , different  roles played by sakunthala madam 

in Fatima college such as Administrator, Academician , syndicate member 

etc.,   and the power with in her and her dedication towards the development 

of Fatima college was highlighted and projected in the form of Power point 

presentation. 
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Dr. P. KALEESWARAN, Junior Scientific Officer, Forensic Science 

Department, Mylapore Chennai, Shared his experiences in many crime labs, 

and his talk  about usage of  chemical reagents in forensic crime labs to  

expose invisible, or latent, fingerprints was really excellent. He highlighted the 

importance of  chemical reagents cyanoacrylate, silver nitrate, iodine and nin 

hydrin and how these reagents are useful  in identifying the criminals.  

 

Resource person discussed some important Methodologies Used in 

Forensic Chemistry such as Spectrophotometry and Chromatography . 

He shared his expertise in the forensic lab  and  the role played by using 

Luminol in Detecting Blood . luminol powder (C8H7O3N3) mixed with 

hydrogen peroxide (H2O2) and a hydroxide (e.g., NaOH) is taken in a spray 

bottle. The luminol solution is sprayed where blood might be found. The iron 

from the hemoglobin in the blood serves as a catalyst for the 

chemiluminescence reaction that causes luminol to glow, so a blue glow is 

produced when the solution is sprayed where there is blood. The blue glow 

lasts for about 30 seconds before it fades, which is enough time to take 

photographs of the areas so they can be investigated more thoroughly 

 

Dr. B. MEDONA, Associate professor & Head , Department of 

Chemistry, Fatima College along with the Dr. B. SUGANTHANA, Assistant 

Professor cum Association in charge,  Department of Chemistry, Fatima 

college, Madurai  took an initiative to expose the students both at UG and PG 

level to new approaches in forensic analytical chemistry. More than 100 

students  and 11 faculty members were benefitted by this program.  
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Ms. Sakunthala’ s dedicated service for the welfare of Fatima college 
was highlighted in Ms. N.S Endownment lecture 

 

 
 

   
 

Dr. P. KALEESWARAN, Junior Scientific Officer, Forensic Science 
Department, Mylapore, Chennai  shared his expertise on forensic 

chemistry                                                                                                                              
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