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ALPHABETISING THE TRAUMA FACED DURING
PANDEMIC IN OLIVE SENIOR’S PANDEMIC
PoEms: FIrsT Wave

J. HINDU SREE
——

- Pandemic Poems: First Wave by Olive Senior is an
~ amalgamation of sequence of events that happened during
mic and emergence of new words in glossary. Olive Senior
experimented a lot on poetic techniques, thereby bringing
denotation and connotation of incidents through terms
ch are frequently used in Pandemic period. These types of
come under the category “Found Poems” in Literature.
lection focuses much on how society and culture have
ne transformation to an extent of finding one’s existence
alphabet in Pandemic. Through Alphabetization, Olive
es all the major issues concerning humanity. This
ticle sets out to analyze the trauma undergone by
y in which the poet evinced it in her style. It also
e uncertainties, paralyzed fears, seamless traumatic
caled boundaries of hope sketched by Olive

‘is_internationally renowned and the
he birthplace to many significant authors
sratures of the world. One of the most

1 Literature is the usage of local
and often referred as “nation language”.
rtant element in Jamaican fiction, poetry

qualities such as arise, think,
in exposing the struggles
varked by the tragedy of
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enocide, exilé and imposed amnesia. Yet, the poet
g o invoke the spirit of early Jamaiciﬁg‘{ .

have found a way to ‘
ives of history and faxploratlon of poetic landsl;?augh

Mostly, poems written by Jamaican poets discuss genrg Pe,
ural and urban focusing on love for th:_tu| iog
I g

and nation. They embrace nativity. Some of the poems haye
voiced out social and racial themes thereby throwing light S;en
on

oppression and colonization.

Contemporary Jamaican poetry has gained a trangj;
and the celebration of fity years of Jamaican independa r:on
has brought vital changes in theme, tone, life, plot of Jamaicgﬁ

Literature. This transition has born out of paradox and inheren
' , poverty and deprivation. The

of Jamaica are Claude McKay, Una Marson
Edward Baugh, Olive Senior and so on. '
enowned Jamaican poet, novelist, short

story and non-fiction writer based in Ontario, Canada. She has
published four collections of poems as well as short stories.
Her notable works include Talking of Trees, Gardening in the
Tropics, Over the Roofs of the World and Shell. She has won the
Commonwealth \Writers’ Prize and overall winner of the 2016 OCM
Bocas Prize for Caribbean Literature for her recent collection of
stories titled The Pain Tree published in 2016. She has written
many non-fictions and most of her works have been adapted as

drama and broadcast by the BBC and CBC.

Olive Senior’s Pandemic Poems: First
2021 echoes the zeitgeist of 2020. In the early
19 Pandemic, Senior has started posting her seri
Poems on social media. Each poem is a stress O a parad
the situations and the emerged emergency trends 0 cvad-_19-
Senior reassured connection to the reading public thereby posting
a lot of poems online through which she exposed the strangene>
of the first wave, Olive Senior in her preface writes;, '“toet;:

in

poems capture the paradox that even as we are forceé .
at the s

consciousness of being a part of the world, Wé are
ollection: 3

time forced to be apart.” Through this
! poetry C it
made use of all trending pandemic lexicon which pecomes P
and parcel of new normal, ith
alond wi

Pandemic has brought challe
. nges to health [
transformatlons.in society and culture.%llve Senior has horotﬁ{’;z
:overed all the incidents that happened during pander”” IIT an
way that usage of familiar words which entered gradu@ yTh"
day activitie”

these words got accumulated in every day- t0 - a

Lorna Goodison,
Olive Senior isar

Wave published in
first wave of Covid:
es of Pandemi
aradox of

A
4
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a4 «ew Normal is one such word used often these d
,4 \k‘_ ferm | the changes and live with it in post-covid period. /?\?;Str:g

) \ goceps in this collection come under the category of “Found
‘al \ poe ¢" which are written with minor changes including changes
W etuation patterns, long spaces, prosaic forms, rhetorical
N P‘; 5 on. These found poems incorporate scraps of materials
from yarious sources tracnyr;g back to the style used in the second
Y century known as "anto . The Alphabetical listing and naming
u’&,ﬁ% f poems is quite unique to delineate traumas in words which
4l geate animmense impact on the readers. The title of each poem
}'\‘- appeals to all senses'lr]cludm_g olfactory. She has covered a lot of
information not pertaining to just one region but the whole world
peginning from George Floyd’s incident to the stranded migrant

workers in India.
There are more than seventy poems and each poem is
arranged in such a way that it alphabetizes the trauma starting

in simple words with pun and paradoxes. The language is quite
similar to the language used on the web because most of the

words are hashtags that got trending in 2020.

The first poem in this collection focuses on an optimistic
pattern titled “Flattening the Curve”. It suggests the idea of
reduction in Covid-19 cases as the curve flattened gradually. The
paradox presented in the poems highlights that nature is in the
control of man. That's why this new curve has arisen in the road
that never had bumps. Man has moved towards artificial aspects
which keeps nature away from him that is why wildness tries to
Capture the unnatural. As Olive Senior quotes:

“This curve

That so0 urgently

Needs flattening now?" (1)

There are a few poems in this collection that exactly appeal

;greadg;'_s attention by the style that the poet has incorpor ated
,as‘ffﬂsenz the idea, The Poem “S for Social Distancing” is written

adi&‘e fom “Flattening” till “Liberty”. Each poem discusses all the
ot ) incidents including social distancing, mask, quarantine, domestic
%t: violence, ICU, adjustment, vaccine, separation, negotiation and
lspd liberty. The tone of all the poems captures the spirit of the age
il which is both mental and psychological. The style of the poem is
ki unique as well as appeals to the taste of the readers. It is written

“What jf you
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Wanted to.” (3)

The double space between each line indicateg the |
«Social Distance” which the poet makes use of_ style to brin erm
the essential theme which als:) becomes"'o_i visual feggt tc? ?hut
eyes of the readers. The poem M for Mas.k IS written in 5 Serig 8
tone of amalgamating the usage of mask in “Masqueraders» i gs
use as “Everyone’s streetwear”. It delineates the death Whichlis
tragic and it is hidden by masks which become a safety measur:
to prevent human beings facing death during Covid-1g Crisi
Inductively, Olive Senior has made use of all incidents tg preSeni
traumas faced by each and every individual all over the worlg,
In her poem, “W for Waiting”, She discusses the pain of Many
Indians who got stranded in railway stations not knowing what tg
do as suddenly Lockdown got into force. She writes as, “Is this
Life? Asks Laxmi, 700 miles from home and children” (5).

The poems titled “Q for Quarantine roots”, “L for Locked out’
“C for Cherry Blossoms”, “H for Hand”, “D for Domestic Violence’,
“F for Fight®, “T for Touch” examine the struggles which are
reduced to words in Covid- 19. These afflictions imposed a great
threat to culture and life. In each section of the poems, Senior has
brought a coherence in aligning up the suffering which are one
and the same at the shallow level but differ in their parameters at
the deeper one. In the poem, “U for Underlying Conditions”, Olive
senior writes as, “Studies Show: Disempowerment makes people
ill” (16).

As_a poet, Olive Senior has experimented with style and e_ach
Poem Is a stress on the word or phrase trending at the period
The next set of poems beginning with “C for Corona” till “C for
Ct?ntact Tracing” merges and proliferates the aspects. pamss'
zs‘!gges_ faced by doctors thereby highlighting these poe”;
o interdisciplinary, Now the poet moves in a centripetal way.
. é)v:":r? towards the main narrative of tracing the origin of Co
how e OC1OrS have to work to fight the unwanted guests &"
NOW measures were taj i municab®®
disea en to stop Covid-19 as a commun! o

$€. In one of her B iiiahl] assion
d Poems, Senior highlights the P
octors thrOngh her short " gnhiig
affirming words, She says,

PQEMS FOUND oN THE ICU FLOOR
During a 12-hour shift

Itake 3 single break_
Our Patients are so sjck

We don't want to leave them.,” (24)
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i the poem “B for _Brea'the”. Sgnior has become the voice

of the voiceless by dehneat!ng racism faced by George Floyd

ho Was choked tp death without any reasons just because he

is black. Olive Senior feels very emotional while writing this poem
which gets exposed the way in which she has written as

uMama
Mama
lcan't.” (37)

Poems like “Z for Zoom" exemplifies how everything has
transitioned to digitalized online platforms including classrooms to
fipped classrooms for more than a year. There are poems which
portray the new normal life that the people are getting ready to
acceptlike socially distanced events and so on. Even the ecosystem
responds to the covid situation through its demographic changes.
Olive Senior presents the second wave aesthetically with pun and
paradoxes. In the poem, "W for Wave, Second”, she presents,
“Let's hope it will signal waving, not drowning” (61).

The poetends the collection with satirical terms like negotiation,
ease, less, hope and liberty because she ends the collection with
a tone of hopelessness because of reckless measures taken by
almost all governments amidst Covid crisis of giving unwanted
relaxations which throws light upon the value of human beings’
life in today’s world. She ends with “Give me Liberty and Give me
death” (91).

The poet has silhouetted traumas, paralysed fears,
uncertainties which got evinced in her style. Pandemic Poems:
First Wave acts as an evidence to the whole world and for the
posterity which is yet to come. It becomes a recorded history in
versification. Through her style and choice of words, Senior has
imprinted the challenges and trauma in better ways to make
People understand the value of everything in everyone’s life.

Works Cited

Pollard, Velma, “An Introduction to the Poetry and Fiction of Olive
Senior.” Callaloo, no. 36, 1988, p. 540. Crossref, https://doi.
0rg/10.2307/2931531.

= “An Introduction to The Poetry and Fiction of Olive Senior."
Callaloo, no, 36, 1988, p. 540. Crossref, https://doi.
0rg/10,2307/2931531.

“Olive Senjor; Joumalist, Researcher, Poet, Fiction Writer.

)

- Callaloo, no, 36, 1988, p. 478. Crossref, hitps:/idol




244 O English Literature: Mejor Trends, Themes & g
J’/es

org/10.2307/2931519.
Rowell, Charles H. “An Interview with Olive Senjq; »
36, 1988, p. 480. Crossref, https://doi.org/1 0“;'30% I,
2031en0
16

Senior, Olive. Pandemic Poems: First Wave. Olive Se"'Org 0,
021,



N

“English Literature
MAJOR TRENDS, THEMES & STYLES

English Literature: Major Trends, Themes and Styles offers to the readers a
bouquet of forty-four scholarly essays dealing with the significant trends, themes
and styles in English literature. These essays are presented in an easy, informal
and obsequious style. The book has covered a broad spectrum under its ambit.
The learned scholars have meticulously delved deep into the trends and themes
that evolved and resurrected with the passage of time. The researchers have
dived deep into the vast sea of literature and have explored and offered an array
of trends, themes and styles, thus, making the book a galaxy studded with the
stars in the shape of articles that are nonpareil. English literature has witnessed
diverse trends and movements across the ages and that is what the writers of
multiple essays have captured and apprehended proficiently the shifting trends
and paradigms in the field of literary arena in this kaleidoscopic venture. Reading
of these essays for the prudent readers will be just like embarking upon a journey
to different ages. Itis all due to the untiring and arduous labour of the researchers
that the book resulted in a fabulous read. It is hoped that the illustrative essays in
this book will inform and enlighten the readers and at the same time kindle their
interest in the exciting adventure among the masterpieces of literature that is the
primary objective of education, literary criticism and appraisal. Hope this book
will turn out to be a rewarding reading for everyone who wish to read, absorb,
digest and cherish hues of literature.

ISBN 978-93-92459-06-1

MALIK & SONS ll

PUBLISHERS & DISTRIBUTORS

C-293 A, Street No, 3, West Karawal Nagar
New Delhi-110094

Mobile No; 9873248544, 9312442975
Email: malikandsonspub@gmail.com Price. ? 1650





{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}



