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FATIMA COLLEGE (AUTONOMOUS), MADURAI 

THE RESEARCH CENTRE OF ENGLISH 

PhD Course  

RESEARCH AND PUBLICATION ETHICS 

 
CREDIT: 2          HOURS: 30 
 

COURSE CODE: CPE- RPE 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: The course focuses on the basics of the philosophy of 

science and ethics, research integrity, and publication ethics. Hands-on sessions 

are designed to identify research misconduct and predatory publications. Indexing 

and citation databases, open-access publications, research metrics and plagiarism 

tolls will be introduced in this course. 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVE: The course aims to acquaint the PhD scholars with ethics 

concerning research and publication. It also facilitates the scholars to know about the 

tools and databases in the domain of publication for ensuring authenticity and 

reliability.   

 

COURSE OUTCOMES:  

On the successful completion of the course, the learner will be able to 

CO1: Understand the importance of ethics with reference to philosophy and its appeal  

CO2: Apply research ethics in the conduct of conceptual and theoretic research 

activities  

CO3: Relate ethics to the domain of publication  

CO4: Categorize open-access publications, online resources and publishers using 

software tools 

CO5: Appraise the originality of the research through the use of plagiarism software 

CO6: Plan for publication based on citation and impact factor of journals 

Course structure 

THEORY 

• RPE 01: PHILOSOPHY AND ETHICS      (3 hrs.) 

1. Introduction to philosophy: definition, nature and scope, concept, branches 
2. Ethics: definition, moral philosophy, nature of moral judgements and reactions 
 
 

 



• RPE 02: SCIENTIFICCONDUCT       (5 hrs.) 

1. Ethics with respect to science and research 

2. Intellectual honesty and research integrity 
3. Scientific misconducts: Falsification, Fabrication, and Plagiarism (FFP) 
4. Redundant publications: duplicate and overlapping publications, salami 

slicing 
5. Selective reporting and misrepresentation of data 

 

• RPE 03: PUBLICATION ETHICS       (7 hrs.) 

 
1. Publication ethics: definition, introduction and importance 
2. Best practices / standards setting initiatives and guidelines: COPE, WAME, 

etc. 
3. Conflicts of interest 

4. Publication misconduct: definition, concept, problems that lead to 
unethical behavior and vice versa, types 

5. Violation of publication ethics, authorship and contributorship 
6. Identification of publication misconduct, complaints and appeals 
7. Predatory publishers and journals 

PRACTICE 

• RPE 04: OPEN ACCESS PUBLISHING     (4 hrs.) 

1. Open access publications and initiatives 
2. SHERPA/RoMEO online resource to check publisher copyright & 

self-archiving policies 
3. Software tool to identify predatory publications developed by SPPU 
4. Journal finder / journal suggestion tools viz. JANE, Elsevier Journal 

Finder, Springer Journal Suggester, etc. 

 

• RPE 05: PUBLICATION MISCONDUCT     (4hrs.) 

 
A. Group Discussions (2 hrs.) 

 
1. Subject specific ethical issues, FFP, authorship 

2. Conflicts of interest 

3. Complaints and appeals: examples and fraud from India and abroad 

 
B. Software tools (2 hrs.) 

Use of plagiarism software like Tumitin, Urkund and other open source 

software tools 
 

 
• RPE 06: DATABASES AND RESEARCH METRICS   (7hrs.) 

 
A. Databases (4 hrs.) 

1. Indexing databases 
2. Citation databases: Web of Science, Scopus, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
B. Research Metrics (3 hrs.) 

l . Impact Factor of journal as per Journal Citation Report, SNIP, 

SIR, IPP, Cite Score 
2. Metrics: h-index, g index, i10 index, altmetrics 
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FATIMA COLLEGE (AUTONOMOUS), MADURAI 

THE RESEARCH CENTRE OF ENGLISH 

 

Ph.D ENGLISH 

COURSE WORK – SYLLABUS 

SUBJECT CODE – 21PHDCWL401 

CREDITS: 8 

(2020 ONWARDS) 

 

Name of the Scholar: Ms.S.VINITHA 

Registration No : MKU21FF0L10001 

Registration Date: 28.02.2021 

Tittle of the Thesis: THE DIALECTICS OF DECEPTION AND DESIRE IN THE 

SELECT FICTION OF SOPHIE KINSELLA: A STUDY 

Course Description: 

The course intends to provide insight into the research domain and the research 

process 

Course Outcomes: 

         At the end of the course the scholar will be able to  

CO1: Acquire an in-depth knowledge about British Literature. 

CO2: Comprehend the significant aspects in the making of the author and the select novels. 

C03: Review literature. 

CO4: Examine the themes prevalent in Sophie Kinsella’s novels. 

CO5: Analyse the methodological approaches to the research topic. 

 

 

UNIT I AREA OF RESEARCH  

➢ British Literature: Introduction 

➢ Contemporary British Literature: An Overview 

 

                 



UNIT II – AUTHOR & SELECT NOVELS  

➢ Making of the Author Sophie Kinsella. 

➢ Sophie Kinsella’s Select Novels: A Study 

 

UNIT III - REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

➢ Review of Literature  

 

UNIT IV THEMES 

➢ Themes in the Novels - The Secret Dream World Of A Shopaholic, Shopaholic 

Abroad, Shopaholic Ties The Knot, Shopaholic And Sister, Shopaholic And Baby, 

Mini Shopaholic, Shopaholic To The Stars,Shopaholic To The Rescue and Christmas 

Shopaholic. 

UNIT V – METHODOLOGICAL APROACH 

➢ Analysis and Evaluation of the select novels 

➢ Identifying the application 

 

REFERENCE TEXTS 

1. Adorno, Theodore W and Max Horkheimer. Dialectic of Enlightenment, London.  

2. Barry, Peter. Beginning Theory: An Introduction to Literary Theory and Cultural 

3. Bhabha, Homi K. The Location of Culture. Routledge,1994. 

4. Gray, Paul. The Ego and Analysis of Defense. Jason Aronson Inc, 1994 

5. Nayar, K Pramod. An Introduction to Cultural Studies. Viva Books, 2016. 

6. Said, Edward. Cultural Imperialism. RHUK, 1994. 

Theory. Manchester, UK: Manchester University Press, 2009. 

7. Turner, Graeme. British Cultural Studies. Routledge, 2002. 

8. Williams, Raymond, Culture and Materialism.  

9. Williams, Raymond, Culture and Society, Penguin,1963. 

 

 



FATIMA COLLEGE (AUTONOMOUS), MADURAI 

THE RESEARCH CENTRE OF ENGLISH 

 

Ph.D ENGLISH 

COURSE WORK – SYLLABUS 

SUBJECT CODE – 21PHDCWL402 

CREDITS: 8 

(2020 ONWARDS) 

 

Name of the Scholar: Ms.S.VINITHA 

Registration No : MKU21FF0L10001 

Registration Date: 28.02.2021 

Tittle of the Thesis: THE DIALECTICS OF DECEPTION AND DESIRE IN THE 

SELECT FICTION OF SOPHIE KINSELLA: A STUDY 

Course Description: 

The course intends to provide insight into theories and their application 

Course Outcomes: 

         At the end of the course the scholar will be able to  

CO1: Acquire an overall view of theory and Cultural Studies. 

CO2: Comprehend the particular aspects of the literary theory Cultural Materialism and 

psychology. 

CO3: Examine the theoretical outputs of Defense Mechanism 

CO4: Review the critical points of current knowledge on culture and society. 

 

CO5: Employ the theory of Cultural Materialism to the select fiction of Sophie Kinsella. 

UNIT I THEORY  

➢ Contemporary Theories: An Overview   

➢ Cultural Studies                

UNIT II CULTURAL MATERIALISM & PSYCHOLOGY 

➢ Raymond Williams – Cultural and Materialism  

➢ Sigmund Freud – A General Introduction to Psychoanalysis 



UNIT III DEFENSE MECHANISM 

➢ Anna Freud – The Ego and the Mechanisms of Defense   

➢ Gray, Paul - The Ego and Analysis of Defense 

UNIT IV CULTURE AND SOCIETY 

➢ Theodor W. Adorno and Max Horkheimer - Dialectic of Enlightenment 

➢ Raymond Williams – Cultural and Society  

UNIT V APPLICATION OF THEORY 

 

REFERENCE TEXTS 

1. Adorno, Theodore W and Max Horkheimer. Dialectic of Enlightenment, London.  

2. Barry, Peter. Beginning Theory: An Introduction to Literary Theory and Cultural 

3. Bhabha, Homi K. The Location of Culture. Routledge,1994. 

4. Gray, Paul. The Ego and Analysis of Defense. Jason Aronson Inc, 1994 

5. Nayar, K Pramod. An Introduction to Cultural Studies. Viva Books, 2016. 

6. Said, Edward. Cultural Imperialism. RHUK, 1994. 

Theory. Manchester, UK: Manchester University Press, 2009. 

7. Turner, Graeme. British Cultural Studies. Routledge, 2002. 

8. Williams, Raymond, Culture and Materialism.  

9. Williams, Raymond, Culture and Society, Penguin,1963. 

 

 



Ph. D Coursework 

 

 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course provides an overview of methods of research and how to cite 

references in research thesis and articles. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

This course enables the researcher to write research articles and thesis without 

plagiarism through proper citations  

UNITS 

UNIT –I Introduction to Research      ( 12 HRS.) 

Definition of Research – Selection of a Topic – Methods of research 

UNIT –II  Plagiarism        ( 12 HRS.) 

Plagiarism – Academic Dishonesty- types – How to avoid plagiarism 

UNIT –III  Research Ethics       ( 12 HRS.) 

Ethical Aspects of research- copyright- patent-ownership- intellectual theft 

 UNIT –IV   Introduction to Documentation    ( 12 HRS.) 

Why Document Sources? – Think, Select, Organize Sources – Creating 

Documentation 

 

PROGRAMME 

CODE 
COURSE CODE COURSE TITLE CATEGORY 

PhD 
 

2021PHDL01 

RESEARCH 

METHODOLOGY 

COURSE 

WORK 



UNIT –V  The Mechanics of Scholarly Prose     ( 12 HRS.) 

Names of Persons – Titles of Sources – Quotations – Numbers – Dates 

and Time – Abbreviation- Works Cited – In-text Citations – Citations in Forms 

Other than Print 

REFERENCES:          

Loue, Sana. Textbook of Research Ethics. Kluwer Academic Publishers, 2000. 

The Modern Language Association of America. MLA Handbook. 8th ed., 2016. 

COURSE OUTCOMES  

 

On the successful completion of the course, the researcher will be able to: 

NO. COURSE OUTCOMES 

CO 1 understand the significance of research writing 

CO 2 
acquire knowledge about plagiarism and academic dishonesty 

CO 3 
use research ethics in writing 

CO 4 
understand the need for documentation and its uses 

CO 5 
Create appropriate documentation of resources 

 

 

COURSE DESIGNER: 

Dr. S. J. Kala 

 

Forwarded By 

 
HOD’S Signature 

& Name 



FATIMA COLLEGE (AUTONOMOUS), MADURAI-625 018 

THE RESEARCH CENTRE OF ENGLISH 

 

Ph. D PROGRAMME – COURSE WORK  

CONTEMPORARY LITERARY THEORIES 

SUBJECT CODE- 21PHDCW101 

Research Guide          : Dr. S. J. Kala 

Name of the Scholar   : Sr. JESTILLA MATTHEW(Reg No: MKU21PFOL10026) 

Research Topic           : “PHENOMENOLOGICAL CONCERNS IN RUSKIN BOND’S SELECT 

NOVELS” 

   

Unit- I – Introduction 

 Literary Theories- Need for Literary theories 

Unit-II – Contemporary Literary Theories  

 New Historicism –Post- Structuralism- Psychoanalytic theories 

Unit –III – Sociological theories 

 Origin- Major Proponents-types- characteristics 

Unit – IVPhenomenology 

 Definition- Proponents- Stages of Phenomenology- Types of phenomenology 

Unit – V – Ecocriticism 

 Definition- proponents- characteristics 

  

 

References: 

Barry, Peter. Beginning Theory: An Introduction to Literary and Cultural Theory. Manchester 

UP, 2002. 

Husserl, Edward. The Ideas of Phenomenology. Kluwer Academic Publishers, 1999. 

Stephens, John. The Routledge Companion to Children’s Literature. Taylor & Francis, 2017. 

Veeser, H. Aaram. The New Historicism. Routledge, 1989. 

Young, Robert J.C. Postcolonialism: A Historical Introduction. Wiley, 2016. 



 

 



FATIMA COLLEGE (AUTONOMOUS), MADURAI-625 018 

 

THE RESEARCH CENTRE OF ENGLISH 

 

Ph. D. PROGRAMME – COURSE WORK  

CONTEMPORARY INDIAN ENGLISH FICTION 

SUBJECT CODE-21PHDCW102 

 

Name of the Scholar   :Sr. Jestilla Matthew (Reg. No: MKU21PFOL10026) 

Research Topic           :PHENOMENOLOGICAL CONCERNS IN RUSKIN BOND’S 

SELECT NOVELS 

Research Guide          : Dr. S. J. Kala 

Course Description 

This course provides insights about the contemporary Indian Writing in English. 

Course Objectives 

This course enables the researcher to probe into the characteristic features of contemporary 

Indian novels published in English. 

Course Outcomes 

On successful completion of the course, the researcher will be able to: 

CO1: understand the characteristics of the genre; novel 

CO2: outline the features of Indian novels written in English 

CO3: critique the different themes of Indian English novels 

CO4: evaluate the contemporary Indian writers 

CO5: understand the uniqueness of Indian novels inn English 

 

Unit 1: Introduction to IWE 

 Indian Writing in English- lead writers- contributions of early writers 

Unit 2: History of Indian English Fiction 

 Modern English writers- Mulk Raj Anand- R. K. Narayan- Sarojini Naidoo 

Unit 3: Contemporary Novels 

Detective Fiction- Science fiction- Books on Nature- Campus novels 

Unit 4:  Contemporary Indian Novelists  



Arundathi Roy- Vikram Seth- Ruskin Bond- Amitav Gosh- Chetan Bagat 

 

Unit 5: Ruskin Bond 

 Biography- his contribution  

References: 

Angaria, Ulka Editor. A History of the Indian Novel in English. CUP. 2015. 

Bond, Ruskin. Lone Fox Dancing: My Autobiography. Speaking Tiger Books, 2017. 

Chandra, NDR. Modern Indian Writing in English: Critical Perceptions. Sarup& Sons, 2004. 

Chaudhuri, Amit. The Vintage Book of Modern Indian Literature. San Val Incorporated, 

2004. 
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