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: Tlﬁcm(urc. Much ol pre-colonial history in ong’ IDEVCHeEFAAL Hb (S
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h . Nigeria is the result of stori
arich tjon 10 generation. With c:olomzulion nnd' the introductijon nl'rcndirfg.“:\r/:’(i::i:;T::ﬁldt(lllz“l/i':lgl(i)«m
g,;nv-‘" . Nigerian storytellers !\'(.)Ol'\ bcgu'n sharing their (alents with a worldwide audience. Military
|a||\L'-‘i':L' iperia is seen ﬂ.S]llgn (ll‘l::;:gl:ll\(ln[r:\\:::h l:f) n(l;lcccdcnls o the traditional colonial or anti-colonial
¢ s fran war SInge : natized me NEITT oo .

|r:15‘- ,crEsl:ig::nin a num!)cr of literary _‘Cxls. emory of miltions of hapless Nigerians, and this

fin e It’s been nearly 'Ol."' decades since (he Nigeria/Biafra Civil war ended and since then, there

0 RFOWINE jnlcrcsl in that dark ?Illlplcr ol"lhc chequered history of Nigeria, manifested r;minly

hos " purgeoning literary ("C)P"CSC'“‘“"’O"S- B_l“ In spite of the novels, poems and plays inspired by

~ nth voted to the civil war, Ben Okl‘l.S. Incidents at the Shrine and Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s
| an¢ f{cf(, yellow Sun capture the realities of the vicious cjvil war. The searing history lesson is
formed into ﬁ(_:lionnl form that poignantly reconstructs and re-enacts the horrendous cvcnt:s of the
ran focusing mainly on the human tragedy and longings showing human beings at their most

60 S:\vcd and bestial. This paper explores the observations of the engrossing history set within the
epr jandscape of war. As Czeslaw Milosz imprints,

ramic ; ; :
pano He who invokes history is al ways secure,
The dead will not rise to witness against him,
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[troduction: 156 ki he Bi
The Nigerian Civil war, also own as the Blafran_war, becamp one of the most divisive wars in the
history of the pos.t-Independcnce Africa. Its traumatic c_:ffects evident in pertinacious ethnic animosities
and distrust continue to shape and red{:f"me the narrative of Nigerian identity and the nation’s future.
The heinous war he.xs plagued t!‘ne political, religious, socio-economic and cultural condition of the
nation stripping .'Afrlca.of its na.tlonhood a‘nd democracy. The conflicts between different communities
are retold realistically in veracious narratlve.s'that could reinforce the collective memory of people in
the form of epiCS,. songs, drama, oral tradition and memoirs. Euripedes’ The Trojan Women is a
powerﬁl”)’ disturbing play on :[he theme of wars’ horrors apparently critical of Athenian Imperialism.
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s Half of a Yellow Sun (2006) and Ben Okri’s “Laughter beneath the
Bridge” capture the horrors of Biafran war and the-despair, suffering and psychological trauma of the
people, their disintegrated drgams and dismantled lives. “Laughter beneath the Bridge” is a short story
in the collection of eight stories by Ben Okri titled Incidents at the Shrine (1986). This paper bisects
the veristic representations in both the works of art.

Chronicling the Ghastly Episodes of History: Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s Half of a Yellow
Sun: :

As Oladele Taiwo notes, “Nigeria, torn by internal quarrels and a series of novels culminating in
the secession of Biafra has given rise to new breed of novels in the bitterest indictment”. (123)
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s Half of a Yellow Sun’ covers events from 1967 to 1970, Parts I and I1I

setin the early 1960s, while parts II and 1V relive the late 1960’s, registers the gruesome aftermath of
war,

:A tragedian of Classical Athens
Image of a Biafran flag-strips of red, black and green
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