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Though African Women novelists remained neglected until 1970s, they, have
:ucccs;ful in making a significant contribution to the literature of Africy
bcC'_'d;s Bessic Head, eminent writers from Africa include Flora Nwapa, Amj Atz
Besi B4, Buchi Emicheta, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichje

Aidoo, Efua Sutherland, Marama
Aminatta Forna, Olive Schremer and NoViolet Bulawayo have woven narratives ¢

African culture, race and oender into the lives of their women protagonists. This pey,

array of African women writers bisect colonial and gender issues as pivotal themes
their writings. Their works are infused with a spirit of protest against oppression
patriarchy and colonialism. As Toni Cade Bambara points out, writing is more
important to “free the colonized mind, to unravel centuries of lies and discover the
essential black collective self.” Bessie head’s novel Maru (1971) traces the story of a
young Masarwa. Margaret Cadmore, throws light upon the racial and sexual
prejudices and the gendered conflicts that coil her existence. Born from a white
mother and a black father, Bessie Head grew up in the early stages of Apartheid South
Africa. In Maru, she reflects upon her own experiences of love, loneliness and
prejudice. The plot of Maru revolves around the cruel treatment meted out to
Margarel, who has been raised by a white missionary. The tussle between the two
community leaders, Maru and Moleka to win Margaret’s love and the conflicts that
she faces as a female is delineated as the novel traverses Margaret's journey.

Bessie Head displays tribal prejudice through, “the expressions of d ISgust on
the faces of the Batswana nurses as they wash the dead woman’s body for burial” (9-
10). The nurses are reluctant to wash the dead woman'’s body because she was
Masarwa. Masarwas are considered as. “a low and filthy nation” (8). because they
have decided to sustain their ancestral ways of life and customs. They have thus been
pushed to the margin of society, “owned as slaves” (19), by the authoritative and
affluent chiefs of the community. Moleka’s love for Margaret is suppressed because
he does not want himself (o be isolated and neglected by his society, and perhaps his
status overrules his love for Margaret.

By, “[sharing] his plate of food and fork with one” (51), he wishes to show the
community that Masarwa are equal 1o Batswana and eradicate the belief that they are
non-human. Moleka attempts to terminate prejudice immediately. He does not
understand that, “prejudice is like the skin of a snake. It has to be removed bit by bit”
(48). Moleka considers this plate sharing a symbol for the emancipation of the
Masarwas and qualifies Margaret (o be his equal.
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